
Care ForUs
Chimpanzee (Pantroglodytes)



AnimalWelfare

Animal welfare refers to an ÁÎÉÍÁÌȭÓ  
state or feelings. An ÁÎÉÍÁÌȭÓ welfare  
state can be positive, neutral or  
negative.

An ÁÎÉÍÁÌȭÓ welfare has the potential to 
differ on a daily basis. When an ÁÎÉÍÁÌȭÓ 
needs -nutritional,  behavioural, health 
andenvironmental - are met, they will 
havepositive welfare.

A good life in captivity might be one  
where animals can consistently 
experience good welfare - throughout  
their entire life.



Understanding that animals have both  
sentient and cognitive abilities as well  
as pain perception, reinforces the need  
to provide appropriate husbandry for 
all captive animals, to ensure positive
welfare.

In captivity, the welfare of an animal is  
dependent on the environment  
provided for them and the daily care  
and veterinary treatment they receive.

It is therefore very important we 
understand their behavioural and 
physiological needs, so we can meet 
those needs in captivity. 



The genus Pan is composed of two  
species: Pan paniscus (the bonobo) and  
Pan troglodytes (the common  
chimpanzee). Chimpanzees were once  
widespread across much of Africa,but are 
now concentrated in the forests and  
savannas around the equatorialbelt.

Chimpanzees live in a tropical habitat  
using a wide variety of areas, from deep 
forest to open mixed forest - savanna, and 
from lowlands to relatively high  altitudes.

In parts of West Africa, their sub-
populations have become small and  
highly fragmented. They arethreatened  
by habitat destruction andhunting.

The chimpanzee is listed as Endangered
on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 
and is listed in Appendix 1of CITES.



Chimpanzees are large-bodied primates  
with black or brownish black hair. They  
have pink skin and bare faces, hands and  
feet, their skin will darken with sun and 
age. Chimps do not have tails but they do 
have opposablethumbs.

There is little sexual dimorphism between  
males and females, but males tend to be  
slightly larger. Both sexes have large,  
strong teeth with large canines set into  
heavy jaws. Chimpanzees haveflat noses  
and heavy brow ridges.



Positive Behaviours to Encourage  
Wild chimpanzees range over large  
areas and height is as important as  
horizontal space. Routes off the ground  
should be availableso provide platforms, 
inter -connecting ropes and  hammocks, 
so that all chimps can explore and use 
their enclosureappropriately.

Chimps Like to Move
Chimpanzees can be very active anduse  
their long limbs to move around on the  
ground and in trees. They travel  
efficiently in arboreal settings by  
climbing, swinging and clinging to  
branches. Chimps are also capable of  
walking upright on two legs but usually  
only do so if they need to travel while  
carrying objects in their hands.


